pages are complemented by a further forty-one .containing over 800 references. With its emphasis on antiplatelet therapy this book will be useful to many people in differing disciplines and the author is to be congratulated on being so comprehensive in such a small volume. The monograph strengthens links between clinicians, biochemists and molecular geneticists with some of the references being for papers in press during 1982. The chapter on genetic heterogeneity is interesting but serves largely to illustrate how little is known at molecular level of the precise abnormalities involved in the various conditions. The chapters on errors of purine metabolism and steroid biosynthesis are particularly good as are several of those in the second section dealing with treatment. Chapter 10 on the prospects for enzyme replacement is an excellent account of some recent work in this area. Although compiled by experts, the third section on animal models of human disease is likely to be of interest mainly to those research workers involved in such studies. Section 4 gives a good general review of current thought regarding screening procedures, diagnosis and treatment, and the social consequences of these on the individual and society, with the final chapter being a cri de coeur to health authorities to recognize the importance of and accord priority to the management of inborn errors of metabolism.
The book is well produced and edited and will be of value to any physicians, biochemists or other specialists who regularly encounter such disorders. Biochemistry, molecular pathology, genetic biochemistry and enzymology occupy a large section of the book. The fundamental theme here is an attempt at more accurate delineation of pathogenesis, differentiation of phenotypes and separation of controls and carriers. Many of these issues are unresolved but it is reassuring tha t the search is so intense: enzyme replacement therapy remains the main goal.
ROBERT W LOGAN

Consultant Medical Biochemist Royal Hospitalfor Sick Children. Glasgow
There is a curious variation in the quality of paper and the size of print, and a few of the black and white histological prints are of mixed quality. On the other hand the volume abounds with tables and graphs, which simplify the text, and each chapter is followed by a full reference list.
This book is not easy to read as it is fundamentally intended as a reference work for those wishing greater insight into this tragic illness. Because of the generally low incidence of the condition, the book will have limited appeal. Its main attribute is that it has amalgamated into a single volume up-to-date accounts on every conceivable aspect of the disease.
S VARIEND
Consultant Pathologist Children's Hospital. Sheffield
The Pericardium. Ralph Shabetai pp 432
£29.40 New York: Grune & Stratton 1981
This excellent monograph is written by a cardiologist who has been interested in pericardial disease and has been investigating the physiology of the normal and diseased pericardium throughout his professional life. The most rewarding sections are those concerned with his own researches on the haemodynamics of constrictive pericarditis and cardiac tamponade, and particularly the mechanism of pulsus paradoxus, though these are not easy to read and are marred by a few irritating misprints. There are also excellent descriptions of the echocardiographic features of pericardial effusion and of the technique of pericardiocentesis. The author gives cogent reasons for preferring open (but limited) pericardiotomy to pericardiocentesis for removal of fluid, and stresses the importance of ECG and pressure monitoring and fluoroscopic control when a needle is used for entering the pericardial space and then replaced by a catheter.
The clinical sections are less impressive. For example the chapter on acute viral and idiopathic pericarditis makes no more than passing reference to the not infrequent occurrence of effusion with or without tamponade, or to the rare develop-
